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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a portable 
information terminal which never loses the operability of 
a pager in reception-only use and is suitably used as a 
bidirectional pager. 

SOLUTION: A display screen 1 5 is arranged on one 
surface side of an upper half part 11. Keys 16 for 
character input are provided on the surface side of a 
lower half part 12 which overlaps with the upper half part 
and an operation part 17 for performing operation 
regarding control over the display contents of the display 
screen is provided at the part which is exposed to the 
outside even when the upper half part overlaps. The 
upper half part and lower half part are coupled together 
rotatably on a 1st axis of rotation and also coupled 
together rotatably on a 2nd axis 19 of rotation crossing 
the 1 st axis of rotation at right angles so that both the 
half parts which are put one over the other can be 
opened having their one-end side separated. Whether 
the display screen of the upper half part faces the 

surface of the lower half part where the keys are provided or gives the back thereto is detected 
and according to the detection result, a control part of the lower half part rotates the display 
image on the display screen by 1 80° . 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a portable information terminal which 
never loses the operability of a pager in reception-only use and is 
suitably used as a bidirectional pager. 

SOLUTION: A display screen 15 is arranged on one surface side of an upper 
half part 11. Keys 16 for character input are provided on the surface side 
of a lower half part 12 which overlaps with the upper half part and an 
operation part 17 for performing operation regarding control over the 
display contents of the display screen is provided at the part which is 
exposed to the outside even when the upper half part overlaps. The upper 
half part and lower half part are coupled together rotatably on a 1st axis 
of rotation and also coupled together rotatably on a 2nd axis 19 of 
rotation crossing the 1st axis of rotation at right angles so that both the 
half parts which are put one over the other can be opened having their 
one-end side separated. Whether the display screen of the upper half part 
faces the surface of the lower half part where the keys are provided or 
gives the back thereto is detected and according to the detection result, a 
control part of the lower half part rotates the display image on the 
display screen by 180°. 
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